‘Exceptional people' honored at Dallas Patent Awards
Gala

Patent recipients urged to be ‘involved and opinionated' in rejuvenated Nortel IPR
process
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DALLAS - “The collective genius of Nortel is in this room,” declared
Tim Collins. “Your patents are the lifeblood of this company. Above
all, keep those patent disclosures flowing.” Collins is the company’s
Assistant General Counsel for IP Law, responsible for administering
Nortel's patent program. He was speaking to a group of more than
100 Nortel engineers, their spouses and significant others at the third
of three 2007 Patent Award Galas, this one held in Dallas.

The event was staged at the historic Adolphus Hotel, a 95-year-old
baroque-style five-star landmark in the heart of downtown Dallas
whose guest list has included Queen Elizabeth || and American
“royals” such as the Vanderbilts.

The venue marked quite an upgrade from patent award ceremonies

in recent years. For the past several years, patents award

ceremonies have been held in cafeterias and auditoriums at Nortel's

key R&D sites. At the Richardson event last year, held in the

cafeteria, Mike Zafirovski, President and Chief Executive Officer, declared then that the company would return to
celebrating Nortel's innovators in a more appropriate style.

Collins noted that 2007 also represents a turning point in Nortel's patent program. “Mike Z challenged us to go on
the offensive, to take the fight to the other guys.” That challenge resulted in a bottom-up assessment of the
company's intellectual property portfolio, together with a process to foster those patents that are key to Nortel's
future.

Collins encouraged the patent recipients in Dallas to “set personal goals for yourselves for 2008,” and to become
“active, involved, and opinionated. Take the time to mentor colleagues and bring them up to speed on the
process.”

Richard Lowe, Carrier Networks President and co-host with CTO John Roese for the Dallas Gala, said, “Innovation
is the linchpin of this company, and the true manifestation of innovation is the awarding of patents. We are pleased
to honor you here today.”

Mike Z echoed those comments via recorded video, calling the patent recipients “exceptional people” and drew a
comparison to Thomas Edison, creator of the light bulb and a thousand other inventions. He also offered “a special

John Roese, Chief Technology Officer, told
the engineers, “Your next invention may be
the greatest one in the history of
telecommunications.” He cited numerous
examples of market-changing innovation
throughout Nortel's 112-year legacy,
including the emergence of digital telephony,
fiber transmission, wireless communications,
and the recent shift from circuit-switched
voice to IP.

“Nortel has been at the forefront of every
major technology shift in the telecom industry
— and each of those shifts has in some way
changed the world and the user experience,”
Roese said.







